
 

To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing in regards to David Castillo.  After starting this position in September one 
the main objectives was to build a crew of Cornell students that could work video 
productions of each sporting event for the Ivy League Digital Network (ILDN).  David 
came to the meet and greet of the crew and showed interest in the field from day one.  
Working in a live gameday video production environment takes a lot of skills and 
patience and he shows that each and every day. 
 
David has grown into the roles that he has been placed.  Whether it is operating a 
camera during a game or running the score graphics that go with each broadcast, he 
provides help in any role during the gameday productions.  Working in video 
production for a game is a little different than working on video editing assignments.  
You only get one chance to get it right.  Even though the viewer doesn’t know what 
“right” is, they know what they are looking for in a broadcast when watching, so it is 
crucial for each crew member to be on the same page.  David is helpful in any way that 
is needed depending on the sport and requirement for the specific production.  His 
willingness to pick up new tasks definitely helps with busy schedules. 
 
He has shown definite improvement and a want to be at the job each and every game.  
Being helpful and wanting to help out is crucial and that is exactly how David is.  He is 
willing to step into any role and learn something new.  Most recently he has shown 
more of a passion to work in the athletic productions and a passion to perfection on the 
job.  As his supervisor on the video production crew, I would recommend him to any 
future position working with video, graphics and so much more.  To have David on a 
staff or crew is great and he definitely knows how to bring everyone together. 
 

	

	
To	whom	it	may	concern,	
	

Nick	Friend	was	a	member	of	the	Ivy	League	on	ESPN	production	crew	at	Cornell	
University.		I	was	fortunate	enough	to	bring	Nick	on	to	the	crew	as	a	student	intern	from	
Ithaca	College.		There	were	several	times	when	Nick	stepped	in	and	showed	his	
leadership	characteristics.		With	several	events	going	on	at	once,	students	are	asked	to	
step	up	and	take	the	lead.		He	did	that	several	times	during	his	time	with	us.	

Nick	is	a	hard	worker	and	is	always	looking	for	ways	to	improve	and	stay	ahead	
of	others.		He	is	dedicated	to	what	he	does	and	strives	for	perfection	while	doing	the	task	
assigned.		During	the	meet	and	greet	with	all	the	student	workers,	he	stuck	around	after	
to	chat	about	more	opportunities	that	he	could	assist	in	to	get	more	experience.		His	
knowledge	goes	beyond	camera	operator	for	the	crew.		Nick	understands	the	need	for	
different	shots	for	the	production.		I	can	rely	on	his	bringing	the	sports	minded	side	to	
the	table	that	others	may	struggle	when	focusing	on	the	video	aspect	here.		He	stepped	
up	to	the	mat	this	year,	when	given	the	opportunity	to	be	the	director	on	our	wrestling	
productions.	He	was	given	flexibility	of	camera	placement	and	was	given	the	
opportunity	to	make	some	producer	decisions	as	an	intern	directing	some	top	college	
wrestling	on	ESPN+	with	us.	

It	was	great	having	Nick	on	the	staff	because	he	is	both	reliable	and	always	ready	
for	the	next	task	given.		When	asked	to	do	something,	he	could	already	check	it	off	the	
list	because	he	knew	it	was	something	that	needed	done	before	a	game.		He	would	also	
make	sure	the	crew	was	set	and	assisted	in	the	training	of	new	students	on	the	crew.	

Nick	is	eager	to	learn	new	things.		He	has	been	involved	in	various	aspects	of	the	
sport	production	world	of	Cornell’s	presence	on	The	Ivy	League	Network	on	ESPN+.		It’s	
great	to	have	someone	dedicated	to	the	task	at	hand	and	enjoy	what	he	does.			

He	is	very	talented	and	goes	above	and	beyond	when	given	a	challenge.		It	has	
been	a	pleasure	to	have	him	on	the	staff.		I	feel	that	Nick	is	prepared	for	the	next	step	
and	challenge	that	lies	ahead	of	him.	
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